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Figure 1.  Grazing and designated surface water use for livestock in Pima County, 
Arizona. 

 
Table 1. ADEQ Numeric surface water quality standards. To protect uses of 
surface water, Arizona issues permits for new point discharges to streams that 
limit the concentration of pollutants to protect various uses of a given stream.  
Unless told otherwise, ADEQ assumes ephemeral tributaries are used for partial 
body contact use, but not also livestock or human uses such as drinking or 
swimming.   

POLLUTANT 
PARAMETER 

Criteria by Designated Use  (concentration in micrograms/liter) 
Drinking 
Water 
Standard 

Full-body 
contact 

Partial body contact 
(default standard for 
ephemeral streams) 

Agricultural 
Livestock Watering 

Total arsenic 10 30 280 200 
Total copper 1300 1300 1300 500 

Total lead 15 15 15 100 
Total mercury 2 280 280 10 

Total selenium 50 4667 4667 50 
 

 

 


